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BANISTER, THOMAS  14690  SERGEANT  12th Battalion  61st Brigade  20th Division 

 

THE  KING’S  (LIVERPOOL REGIMENT) 

 

Born Walton-le-Dale   Enlisted Southport   Living Leyland 
 

Killed in Action   France / Flanders   9th September 1915 

 

Ref :  ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919’, Part 13. 

 

 

Chorley Guardian and Leyland Hundred Advertiser  Sat. 18 September 1915 
 

Sgt. Thomas Banister (23) who formerly lived with his grand-mother at 25 Water Street, Leyland, 

was killed in action in France on Thursday the 9th Sept. (1915) at daybreak. 

 

He enlisted in the 12th King’s (Liverpool) Regiment on Sept. 7th last year and had been at the front 

about two months. 

 

He was born in Bamber Bridge where his parents now reside, but he lived in Leyland from being 18 

months old. He was employed at Berry’s Mount Pleasant Mill. One of the originators of the Boy 

Scout movement in Leyland and when he enlisted he was Assistant Scoutmaster of the local troop, 

and was one of the first to join the Parish Church Lads Brigade. 

 

On leaving Leyland for service in the Army he was a Colour-Sergeant in the C.L.B., and was a 

member of the Whittle Harriers. 

 

 

Preston Guardian  Saturday  25th September 1915 
 

‘Two articles: one a report of Tom Banister’s death and the other a report of his Memorial Service. 

These add nothing to what is in the Chorley Guardian of 18th Sept., in fact , it incorrectly states that 

“he was shot by a sniper in the Dardanelles”.’ 

 

 

Leyland St. Andrew’s Parish Magazine   October 1915 
 

“A Memorial Service.” 

 

A large congregation assembled in St. Andrew’s on the evening of Tuesday September 21st, 1915 

at the Memorial Service for Thomas Banister who was killed in action in France on the 9th. The St. 

Andrew’s Company of the Church Lads Brigade and the Leyland Scouts attended in honour of their 

comrade to whom they owe so much, and whose loss is so very deeply felt. 

 

There are many in Leyland who will be glad to have a record of the two following letters from 

officers in Tom Banister’s regiment. 

 

“I heard of his death with a sense of personal loss, for I had always found him a fine soldier willing 

and ready to do his duty and always ready to help others. His promotion to Sergeant was rapid and 

well deserved and in his death in the post of duty the Service is the poorer for a very gallant soldier. 

I am,  yours very sincerely,   C. W. Jacob, Lieutenant.” 

Continued 

“Dear Sir, I am writing to tell you how deeply I sympathise with you in the loss of one of my 



 
 

2 
 

sergeants, Tom Banister, who I understand was before the war an enthusiastic worker in your work 

among the lads. If he was as keen in that work as he was in his soldiering there would not be many 

keener. His energy was infectious and men put under his charge seemed to acquire the same 

keenness which was so striking a point in the sergeant’s character. It will be a comfort to know that 

he has gone to a place where there are neither wars nor rumours of wars, and that he died at his post 

doing his duty. He was beloved of all the boys and none feels his loss more than I.” 

 

Believe me to be sincerely yours,  L. Heatley, Lieut.  12th King’s (Liverpools). 

 

P.S. All the other Leyland boys are quite well and they are fine fellows without exception. 

 

These two letters seem to have been sent to the Vicar of Leyland, the Rev. F. E. Hutchinson. 

 

 

Thomas Banister’s name is on the following local memorials:- 

 

War Memorial, Church Road, Leyland 

Mural Plaque in St. Andrew’s, Leyland 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
 

Thomas Banister is buried in the:- 

 

RUE-PETILLON  MILITARY  CEMETERY,  FLEURBAIX, FRANCE 

 

Plot  1    Row  B    Grave  63 

 

Next-of-kin information:  The son of James and Elizabeth Banister of Bamber Bridge. 

 

The cemetery will be found by taking the D175 from Fleurbaix towards Fauquissart, then the D171 

towards Petillon. The cemetery is on the south side of the road from Petillon to La Boutillerie. 

 

Note:-  From Capt. E.A. James’s ‘Records’: In early September 1915 the 20th Division, of which 

the 12th King’s was a part, was engaged in no major battle or action in a period which culminated 

in the ‘Battle of Loos’, 25th Sept. to 8th Oct., 1915. In all probability the 12th Battalion was in the 

line engaged in trench warfare, and Tom Banister was killed in action close to where he was buried 

at Petillon. 
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